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extorted from a new Pope, except those sanctioned by
ancient custom. Another canon prohibited the strange
practice, which nevertheless long defied all authority of
law, the right of plundering the Pope's palace imme-
diately on his decease.

Nor did Pope John IX. lose the opportunity of con-
demning his rival Sergius, by the authority of a Council,
He was excommunicated, with several other priests and
inferior clergy, as accessory to the insults against the
body of Formosus. Sergius laughed to scorn the
thunders of his rival, so long as he was under the pro-
tection of the powerful House of Tuscany.

With John IX. closed the ninth century of Christi-
anity ; the tenth, in Italy at least, the iron   Dled July>
age, had already darkened upon Borne;   the   AtD'901'
Pontificate had been won by crime and vacated by
murder.